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Local Law Filing    New York State Department of State 
        41 State Street, Albany, NY  12231 
 
 County of Tioga 
 
 Local Law No. 4 of the Year 2008. 
 
A Local Law providing for partial exemption from taxation by the County of Tioga 
on improvements to real property occupied by a physically disabled resident. 
 
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the County of Tioga as follows: 
 
SECTION  I: LEGISLATIVE INTENT 
 
The purpose of this local law is to provide real estate tax relief on improvements to 
residential real property when the property is occupied by a physically disabled 
resident. 
 
SECTION  II: LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY 
 
This local law is enacted pursuant to the provisions of Section 459 of the Real 
Property Tax Law of the State of New York. 
 
SECTION  III: SHORT TITLE 
 
This local law shall hereafter be known as Real Property Tax Exemption Law on 
improvements to real property occupied by a physically disabled resident. 
 
SECTION  IV: REAL PROPERTY EXEMPTION 
 
A. A real property occupied by one or more persons with a physical disability shall 

receive an exemption on any improvement to any real property used solely for 
residential purposes as a one, two or three family residence to the extent of any 
increase in value attributable to such improvement if such improvement is used 
for the purpose of facilitating and accommodating the use and accessibility of 
such real property by (a) a resident owner of the real property who is physically 
disabled, or (b) a member of the resident owner's household who is physically 
disabled, if such member resides in the real property. 

B. To qualify as physically disabled for the purposes of this section, an individual 
shall submit to the assessor the application required under Section V, below, 
along with a certified statement from a physician licensed to practice in the state 
on a form prescribed and made available by the state board which states that the 
individual has a permanent physical impairment which substantially limits one 
or more of such individual's major life activities, except that an individual who 
has obtained a certificate from the state commission for the blind and visually 
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handicapped stating that such individual is legally blind may submit such 
certificate in lieu of a physician's certified statement. 

C. The exemption shall apply to improvements made prior to the effective date of 
this local law; however, an exemption granted under this local law shall not be 
applied retroactively. 

 
SECTION  V: APPLICATION PROCESS 
 
Such exemption shall be granted only upon application by the owner or all of the 
owners of the real property on a form prescribed and made available by the state 
board. The applicant shall furnish such information as the board shall require. The 
application shall be filed together with the appropriate certified statement of 
physical disability or certificate of blindness with the assessor of the appropriate 
town on or before the taxable status date. 
 
SECTION  VI: PENALTY FOR FALSE STATEMENT 
 
In addition to any other penalty provided by law, any conviction of having made 
any willful false statement in any application for real property exemption under this 
local law shall be punishable by a fine of not more than One Hundred ($100.00) 
Dollars and shall disqualify the applicant or applicants from further exemption for 
a period of five (5) years. 
 
SECTION VII: VALIDITY 
 
If any section, subsection, paragraph, clause, sentence or phrase of this local law is 
for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent 
jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent 
provision and such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portion 
thereof. 
 
SECTION  VIII: EFFECTIVE DATE 
 
This local law shall take effect upon its filing with the Secretary of State in and for 
the State of New York. 
 
 
 



 3

 (Complete the certification in the paragraph that applies to the filing of this local law and 
strike out that which is not applicable.) 

1.  (Final adoption by local legislative body only.)                  
I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. 4 of 2008 of the 
(County) of Tioga was duly passed by the Tioga County Legislature on December 9, 2008, in 
accordance with the applicable provisions of law. 

2.  (Passage by local legislative body with approval, no disapproval or repassage after 
disapproval by the Elective Chief Executive Officer*.)                  
I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No.      of 20 of the 
(County) (City) (Town) (Village) of                                         was duly passed by the                                    
 on                                  , 20  , and was (approved)(not disapproved)(repassed after 
disapproval) by the                                                                    and was deemed duly adopted on                                     
  , 20 , in accordance with the applicable provisions of law. 

3.  (Final adoption by referendum.)                    
I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No.        of 20 of the 
(County)(City)(Town)(Village) of                                                       was duly passed by the                                    
  on                           ,   20 , and was (approved)(not disapproved)(repassed after 
disapproval) by the                                                                     on                                       , 20 Such 
local law was submitted to the people by reason of a (mandatory)(permissive) referendum, 
and received the affirmative vote of a majority of the qualified electors voting thereon at the 
(general)(special)(annual)election held on                                       , 20 , in accordance with the 
applicable provisions of law. 

4.  (Subject to permissive referendum and final adoption because no valid petition was filed 
requesting referendum.)                     
I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No.      of 20 of the 
(County)(City)(Town)(Village) of                                                 was duly passed by the                                     
  on                   , 20 , and was (approved)(not disapproved)(repassed after 
disapproval) by the                                                        on                                  , 20 .  Such local law 
was subject to permissive referendum and no valid petition requesting such referendum was 
filed as of                              , 20 , in accordance with the applicable provisions of law. 

5.  (City local law concerning Charter revision proposed by petition.)                
I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No.                              
of 20 of the City of                                          having been submitted to referendum pursuant to 
the provisions of section (36)(37) of the Municipal Home Rule Law, and having received the 
affirmative vote of a majority of the qualified electors of such city voting thereon at the 
(special)(general) election held on                                    , 20 , become operative. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

*Elective Chief Executive Officer means or includes the chief executive officer of a county 
elected on a county-wide basis or, if there be none, the chairperson of the county legislative 
body, the mayor of a city or village, or the supervisor of a town where such officer is vested 
with the power to approve or veto local laws or ordinances. 
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6.  (County local law concerning adoption of Charter.)                  
I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No.                      of 20 
of the County of                                       , State of New York, having been submitted to the 
electors at the General Election of November              , 20 , pursuant to subdivisions 5 and 7 of 
section 33 of the Municipal Home Rule Law, and having received the affirmative vote of a 
majority of the qualified electors of the cities of said county as a unit and of a majority of the 
qualified electors of the towns of said county considered as a unit voting at said general 
election, became operative. 

(If any other authorized form of final adoption has been followed, please provide an 
appropriate certification.) 

I further certify that I have compared the preceding local law with the original on file in this 
office and that the same is a correct transcript therefrom and of the whole of such original local 
law, and was finally adopted in the manner indicated in paragraph  1  , above. 

        ______________________________________________                                           
       Clerk of the County legislative body, City, Town                                    
       or Village Clerk or officer designated by local                                    
       legislative body 

             (Seal)                                                Date: December 9, 2008 

(Certification to be executed by County Attorney, Corporation Counsel, Town Attorney, 
Village Attorney or other authorized Attorney of locality.) 

State of New York 

County of Tioga 

I, the undersigned, hereby certify that the foregoing local law contains the correct text and that 
all proper proceedings have been had or taken for the enactment of the local law annexed 
hereto.             
     _______________________________________________ 
     Signature      
     Mark A. Dixson     
     Title County Attorney    
     County of Tioga     
      City      
      Town      
      Village 

    Date: December 9, 2008 
 
 


